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should be in some kind of public space or 
museum,” he explained to me. “I want this 
era of homoerotic subculture to be unveiled 

Matos encountered his first pieces 
of homoerotic art in the early 80s while 
scouring New York City garage and estate 
sales, finding some of his most interest-
ing items in basements and closets. His 
collection now boasts some impressive 
names—works by Tom of Finland, Arthur 
Tress, and Robert Mapplethorpe have all 
found a home here—but as his passion 
for the subject grew, he began to expand 
his horizons beyond fine art and became 
interested in magazines, clothing, leather 
toys, accessories, masks, personal photo-
graphs, and letters, which lend intensely 
sexual yet oddly touching narratives to the 

Matos was initially drawn to this 
substratum of the art world for purely aes-
thetic reasons, but in time his interests put 
him in touch with people who helped him 
understand the history of the scene as well. 
He credits Jack Stein, a social worker and 
fellow collector, with helping him uncover 
the secret meanings and significance of the 
various parts of his collection. Another key 
helper is Matos’s friend and assistant Nina 

 who has curated and meticulously 

Matos dreams of displaying his collection 
in New York galleries and museums and 
has recently taken a major step toward that 
goal, getting some of the works in the Leslie 
Lohman Museum of Gay and Lesbian Art. 
“It is my strong belief that this collection 
should be in some kind of public space or 
museum,” he explained to me. “I want this 
era of homoerotic subculture to be unveiled 

Matos encountered his first pieces 
of homoerotic art in the early 80s while 
scouring New York City garage and estate 
sales, finding some of his most interest-
ing items in basements and closets. His 
collection now boasts some impressive 
names—works by Tom of Finland, Arthur 
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A counter-terrorism powerhouse, the university hosts 
the DHS-sponsored National Consortium for the Study 
of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism and the NSA- 
sponsored Center for the Advanced Study of Language.
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AMU breaks down the basics for a new cadre of secret 
agents in law enforcement and homeland security, 
while graduating the greatest number of self-described 
interrogators with top secret clearances.  
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"Higher learning" at this online, for-profit school is 
secret code for making a killing on GI Bill dollars, 
and enormous revenues from federal student loans 
in default.
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GW graduates specialists in homeland security and 
cybersecurity. Its Center for Cyber & Homeland Security 
will allow for on-campus classified research so GW 
can compete for government contracts and tax dollars. 
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A leader in national security opportunism for 25 years, 
it established the first cybersecurity-focused Center for 
Secure Information Systems in 1990,  as well as the Center 
for Infrastructure Protection & Homeland Security.
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The Applied Physics Laboratory is the spookiest 
laboratory in higher education, and the downtown 
DC School of Advanced International Studies caters 
to the policy-making stars.  
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The college practically shares real estate with Fort 
Huachuca, home to the US Army Intelligence Center, 
and is a favorite for military intelligence degrees.
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Georgetown is a known feeder school to the US Foreign 
Service. When its graduates aren’t employed by the 
State Department, they populate whatever intelligence 
agency will have them.
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Webster caters to the armed services and advances 
a herd of national security project managers through 
courses online and on military bases.
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This online, for-profit school cashes in on its academic 
partnership with the FBI National Academy.
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schools started offering 
homeland security degrees 

after 9/11.    

of CIA analysts and Foreign 
Service officers obtained their 

bachelor’s from an elite American 
school, most of them before 9/11.
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THE SUB-RANKINGS OF EACH OF 
THESE SCHOOLS ARE OUT OF 100

To determine which US 
institutions of higher 
learning had the closest 
relationship to the 
national security state, 

KEY

VICE News analyzed the educational 
backgrounds of more than 90,000 
workers with top secret clearances 
in the US intelligence community. 
Schools are ranked according to the 
number of top secret workers who 
attended and the preponderance 
of programs each school has in four 
sectors of national security: military, 
intelligence, law enforcement, and 
homeland security.


